LORD OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
It is in accord with his life-history that, in 1600,
at the age of fifty, within four years of passing into
the valley of the dark shadow, he should have
laid bare his soul, as suggested by Chambers in
a passage that, applied to Edward de Vere, is
biographical, We may well conceive his asking
posterity to accept his works in memory of him;
but yet, to bury his name, that of DE VERE, dating
from the Conquest.
So also may he have appealed, as Hamlet, to
Horatio, his cousin Sir Horace, to " report him
and his cause aright to the unsatisfied." And:
If thou didst ever hold me in thy heart,
Absent thee from felicity awhile
And in this harsh world draw thy breath in pain
To tell my story.
It is submitted that the above quoted passages
from the Sonnets are in accord with the life-story
of Edward de Vere; and, this being so, the pro-
moters of the Folio had no option but to continue
his anonymity in the pseudonym which he had
always used. The Earls of Pembroke and Mont-
gomery, his relatives and Ben Jonson, knew the
secret. The actors, Hemmings and Condell, did
not know. It should be noted that their names
were only included in the Will as an afterthought,
in March, 16x6, whereas the Will was drafted in
January; and about this time Ben Jonson and
Shakspere had a drinking bout which led to the
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